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  14 

Whereas, MSMS is actively engaged in advocacy to protect physicians 15 
from unnecessary regulatory and financial burdens in their practices, and 16 
 17 

Whereas, the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) has pressed 18 
and continues to press for legislation coupling insurance payments to active 19 
enrollment in “time limited” board certification and their associated 20 
Maintenance of Certification program in a nationwide fashion; thereby, 21 
imposing this upon the practice of medicine in Michigan1

 23 
, and 22 

Whereas, the Maintenance of Certification program is expensive, 24 
unproven, and directed toward bureaucratic compliance and entry level medical 25 
knowledge, and 26 

 27 
Whereas, the Maintenance of Certification program wastes resources by 28 

requiring participation in time limited Maintenance of Certification-Continuing 29 
Medical Education (CME) programs directly and selectively benefiting only the 30 
ABMS2,3

 32 
, and 31 

Whereas, the ABMS has changed the concept of board certification for 33 
life to “time limited” and further implemented yearly participation enrollment 34 
(maintenance of certification) despite active physician opposition, and 35 

 36 
Whereas, the American Medical Association’s (AMA’s) Physician 37 

Recognition Award and CME program was successfully formed in the late 38 
1960’s and meets all needs for documenting lifelong commitment to learning to 39 
include individual physician’s choice and competitive offering of educational 40 
materials in CME4

 42 
, and 41 

Whereas, these ABMS national efforts continue to impose additional 43 
burdens on the physicians of Michigan in an adverse manner, and have 44 
resulted in active AMA opposition on a national level5

 46 
, and 45 

Whereas, these Maintenance of Certification processes invoke economic 47 
credentialing that is detrimental to physician availability and patient care, which 48 
immorally impacts patient care by requiring active experimentation without 49 



requiring patient informed consent in violation of the Nuremberg code of 1947, 50 
under some Practice Improvement Modules6,7

 52 
; therefore be it 51 

RESOLVED:  That MSMS seek legislation in Michigan that will prohibit 53 
discrimination by hospitals and any employer, the Michigan Board of Medicine, 54 
insurers, Medicare, Medicaid, and other entities, which might restrict a 55 
physician's right to practice medicine without interference (including economic 56 
discrimination by varying fee schedules) due to lack of participation in 57 
prescribed corporate programs including Maintenance of Certification or 58 
expiration of time limited board certification. 59 
 60 
 61 
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE:  NONE 62 
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